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Global Deaths
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Species of Wild Fauna and Flora

Documents Implementation Topics MNews

Home Discover CITES

Secretary-General's CITES Secretariat’s statement in relation to COVID-19
statements R Tr———

» Archives -

U R
. R OFFICIAL

Press releases

_ STATEMENT
» Archives
S : BY THE
M, CITES

Other news items

— o SECRETARIAT m‘w
i QB' ON COVID-19 ERREEEENT
rchives R N T

o TRl B e T

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flara (CITES) is a treaty that regulates international
frade in CITES-listed specimens of animals and plants. Therefore, the concerns ofthe CITES Parties are focused on regulating
international trade. Matters regarding zoonotic diseases are outside of CITES's mandate, and therefore the CITES Secretariat does not
have the competence to make comments regarding the recent news on the possible links between human consumption of wild animals
and COVID-19.
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W5, BAEAEE FRANCE T ABBEAEIERL, 87k REERL ., EREZEX -
By 2R A= )L SR A~ D LV RN R B 72 5 ALIZ B R,

Atthe request of the CITES Management Authority of China, the Secretariat has issued a Mofification to Parties Mo, 2020/018 concerning
China’s urgent measures regarding wildiife trade reguiation on 5 March 2020, It states that China’'s Standing Committee of the Mational
FPeople's Congress adopted a Decision to eliminate the consumption for food of wild animals to safeguard people’s lives and health,
which came in force with immediate effect.
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|JUCN statement on the COVID-19 pandemic

As the world continues to struggle with the COVID-19 pandemic, the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) stands in solidarity with all those already directly affected by the
virus around the world. Our thoughts are with all vulnerable populations, especially those who are
already suffering from the ravages of environmental degradation — many with limited access to
adequate healthcare for financial or geographic reasons.

The Union remains fully committed to the health and safety of our employees and constituencies, and we have taken drastic
measures to protect them. We stand in support with IUCN'’s 1,400 Members and over 17,000 volunteer experts in the IUCN
Commissions — in almost every country of the world. We applaud the many environmental heroes and indigenous peoples
who continue their work at the front line of conservation during these difficult times.

IUCN reiterates its commitment to conserving nature for a healthy planet and people. We continue to help communities in
these uncertain times while stepping up areas of work that will help us understand and address the underlying drivers of
diseases that arise from human contacts with wildlife or livestock — known as zoonotic diseases. Many IUCN programmes,
Members and Commissions are already working on issues that will help us better understand and recover from this crisis.
The IUCN Species Survival Commission and Commission on Ecosystem Management are working to rapidly improve our
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Great apes, COVID-19 and the SARS CoV-2

Joint Statement of the IUCN SSC Wildlife Health Specialist Group and the Primate Specialist Group,
Section on Great Apes
March 15, 2020
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Publications CMS instruments

Convention Bodies Documents Activities

‘| CMS COP13 NEWSROOM

e /e GOV MR DR SR https://www.cms.int/en/news-covid19-wildlife

COVID-19 & MIGRATORY SPECIES

about the Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) and Wildlife
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The Coalition to End the Trade aims to help ensure this never happens again by addressing the
likely cause of this pandemic and others: the commercial trade and sale in markets of wild
terrestrial animals (particularly mammals and birds), for consumption. The commercial trade of
wild terrestrial animals gives pathogens that have evolved with animals the perfect opportunity fo

jump to new hosts—-humans—and spread through a globalized population.
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Here's how you can help:
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