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Abstract

O O At the one-day workshop held in Tokyo in January 2004 to evaluate Clinical Practice Guidelines based on
EBMO EBM-CPGsOin Japan” , one of six groups appraised the' Therapeutic guideline for asthma based on
EBM” of Japan against the AGREE] Appraisal of Guidelines for Research & Evaluationdinstrument. Rated
against the six domains of the AGREE instrument, the guideline got low scores in all six, except for the domain
of Scope and purpose” . This shows that the guideline’s format is of low quality. Since the main targets of the
guideline seem to be specialists, it will be difficult for primary care providers or patients to use it. EBM-CPGs”
should use flow charts to explain the guideline more clearly. MINDS! Medical Information Network Distribution
Servicell, which was opened to the public on May 11, 2004, is the first Japanese database of* EBM-CPGs” .
Although 16 EBM-CPGs” have been established, only four of them are available in the database. And all four
are the older versions. MINDS abstracts do not contain information about the problems of each research has,
nor warnings on the use of research results. In order to solve these problems, MINDS must receive direct
feedback from users, not only medical providers but also patients, just like SIGNO Scottish Intercollegiate
Guidelines Network[Jdoes in the United Kingdom. The same may be said of thé EBM-CPGs” .

Key words
practice guidelines, asthma, AGREH] Appraisal of Guidelines for Research and EvaluationOinstrument,
evidence-based medicind] EBM, MINDS] Medical Information Network Distribution Servicell
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Fig. 1 Small group disscussion in the workshop
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Table 1 The six domains of the AGREE instrument
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Fig. 2 The scores for each item and standardized
domain scores on white board during
group work
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Table 2 The scores for each item and standardized domain scores given to“ Therapeutic guideline

for asthma based on EBM” of Japan
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