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Progress of musical communications of bluegrass music fans through 1960s in Japan
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From the aspect of music acceptance and developing music community through live performances
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The origins of bluegrass music in Japan can be traced to the broadcast of occasional mountain music songs
and instrumentals on Armed forces radio broadcasting in the early 1950s. In 1958, the term “bluegrass”
began to be used in some music magazines, and the first musicians identifying themselves as “bluegrass”
began performing in some concerts. This article traces the process of the bluegrass’ acceptance in Japan
and the subsequent development of a community based around live performances, especially on university
campuses. Members of this community were also involved in the music business and attention will me
given to the number and variety of bluegrass recordings released on Japanese labels and the ways in which

this and other activities contributed to the maintenance of a stable music community in subsequent decades.
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