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with more than 6.5%. Eight out of 28 OECD countries for which data are available as well as 
three partner economies, however, spend less than 5% of GDP on educational institutions, and 
in Greece and Turkey, as well as in the partner economies Brazil and the Russian Federation, this 
figure is only between 3.4 and 4.1% (Table B2.1). 

Expenditure on educational institutions by level of education

Differences in spending on educational institutions are most striking at the pre-primary level of 
education. Here, spending ranges from 0.1% of GDP in Australia and Korea to 0.8% or more in 
Denmark and Hungary, and the partner economy Israel (Table B2.2). Differences at the pre-primary 
level can be explained mainly by participation rates among younger children (see Indicator C1), 
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Chart B2.2.  Expenditure on educational institutions as a percentage of GDP (2004)
From public and private sources, by level of education, source of funds and year

Public expenditure on educational institutions
Private expenditure on educational institutions

1. Year of reference 2005.
2. Public expenditure only.
Countries are ranked in descending order of expenditure from both public and private sources on educational institutions in primary,
secondary and post-secondary non-tertiary education.
Source: OECD. Table B2.4. See Annex 3 for notes (www.oecd.org/edu/eag2007).
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