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Japanese learn about recycling in Cape Breton

By Lavea Jean Grant
CAPE BRETON POST

POINT EDWARD — A delegation from Japan toured several
recycling and composting facilities in the Cape Breton
Regional Municipality Friday and plan to use their new-
found knowledge to bring about change in their country.
Atsushi Takatori, director of research and planning
development at the Environmental Research Institute Inc.

in Tokyo, is on his second trip to Nova Scofia and was .

joined on this tour by several
city counciliors and a lawyer
from the Japanese city.

" Takatori said green initia-
tives like recycling and com-
posting are a tough sell in-
Japan because many similar
projects there have failed.

“So they don't see it as a
solution,” he explained.

But Takatori and others
are hoping to change that
impression, shared by many
in Japan, by highlighting the
success other countries and
communities, like the CBRM,
have had with such pro-
grams.

“We want to change our
governinent’s policy about
garbage. We want to con-
vince the government and
the people that composting
and recycling are good, he
said, noting other delegates in his gronp are particularly
interested in seeing alternatives to incincration,

After touring the Green Island Recycling Lid. factlity in

Laura Jean Grant - Cape Breton Post

Atsushi Takatori, divector of research and planning development
at the Environmental Research lustitute Inc. in Tokyo, right, was
part of a delegation from Japan, which toured the Green lsland
Recycling Lid. facility in Sydport, Friday, and then sat down with
local recycling officials including Jeff Sione, operation supervi-
sor at Green Island, and Roschell Carke, solid waste education
co-ordinator with the Cape Breton Regional Municipality.

Sydport, Takatori said it was interesting to see how the
recycling process works and to hear about the province’s
cash refund system for recyclable materials.

Jeff Stone, operation supervisor at Green Island Recy-

cling Ltd. in Sydport, told the delegates that recycled prod-
. ucts equals revenue.

“The mere volume there is coming through the door,
the more people participating, the more we have to sell,” he
said.

And in order tb get maximum participation from the
! community in recycling and
composting ' programs,
Roschell Clarke, solid waste
education co-ordinator with
the CBRM, said eduecation is
erucial.

“Keeping your public
informed is key, she said.

Clarke said it was exciting
to showease their facilities to
the group from Japan and to
educate them about what
coniributes to their success.

“Were proud of our
processes here she said.

CBRM councillors
Clarence  Prince and
Richard Fogarty joined the
delegation on their tour —
which also included visits to
Pegg’s Becycling and the
regional municipality’s
composting facility — to

' answer guestions about the
CBRM's overall solid waste management program.

laurajgrant@hotmail.com
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