Discovery of Chishima

|

It was in the Edo era, more than 300 years ago, that
Chishima came fo ba known in Japan. The Ainu used fo live
on the islands. Records of the Matsumae clan in Hokkaido state that
“the Ainu living in East Hobkkaido dedicated sea otters and others to tha
sald clan in 1615.° Since sea otters can be caught only in the sea ofi
Chishima, this indicales that eschanges between the Matsumae clan
and Chishima date back o those days. In addition, the said cian
prepared the Shoho Okuni Ezu (Shoho Era Islands Picture Map) under

o Development of Chishima

orders of Hiroyoshi Murakami, a retainer, in 1644, This map was the
oidest of Chishima in the world, indicating that the Matsumae clan was
aware of the islands. It was in 1697 that Russians learned about
Chishima. In that year, a man named Afllasov learned about Chishima
from the Kurile pecple while he was visiting the Kamchatka Peninsula,

nole} “Chishima® in the brochure mfers o the Kunashin and Elorfy stands as well as
islands up to the Paramustic and Shumusha islands to fhe north of e Liruppu Island,

- Russians made inroads in Chishima for the first time in
1711, Russian soldiers landed on the Shumushu island in

the same year and the Paramushir Istand two years later. Subsequantly,
It was learned that a lot of fur animals inhabited Kurile. In 1768, a man
named Chernyl traveled southward on the Kurile Islands while
conducting ressarch. After he landed on the Etorofu Island, he was the
first Russian 1o spend the winter on the Uruppu Island. In 1795,
approimately 40 Russians migrated to the Uruppu Island. Al the same
time, Japan continued trade with Chishima, centering on Akkeshi. In
1754, howaver, “Kunashiri trading zone” was opened, causing the center
of trade with Chishima to move 1o the Kunashir lsland, It was around
that time that the Japanese became aware that the Russtans had mads
advancements in Chishima. The Edo shogunate then dispaiched a

survey team to Chishima in 1785 to reinforce the defense of the islands,
Tokunai Mogami, a member of the leam, visited the Etorofu and Uruppu
istands in the following year, where he learned about activities being
carried out by the Russians on Chishima from a Russian on the Etorofu
Island. However, when he visited the Elorofu Island again in 1791, the
Russian was no longer on the isiand. Juro Konda, an official of the
shogunate, srected a landmark thal said “Dainihon Etorofu (Etorofu,
Great Japan)" on the Eforofu Island in 1800, indicating that the island
belonged to Japan. Starting in 1801, Japan sen! officlals to the Etorofu
Isiand to tell the soldiers from the Tohoku region 1o defend the island and
open up fishing grounds. This was folliowed by aftacks of Japanesa
villages on the island and by various other problems dus to the lack of a
formal border between Japan and Russia.

Delimitation of the national boundary

The 1855 Treaty of Commaerce, Navigation and Delimitation
between Japan and Russia stipulated thal the national
boundary between Japan and Fussia be between the islands of Elorolu
and Uruppu. During the negotiations, Russia insisted that the Elorolu

Change in national boundary

Etorofu Istand was Japan's territory because Japan had developed the
island and Japanese people were living there, and this view was
accepted by the Russians. The Sakhalin issue was also on the agenda
for the treaty negofiations, but it was ultimately decided that national
delimitations for the island would remain undecided.

Island also belong to Aussia. Nonetheless, Japan maintained that the
The Japanese and RAussians constantly had disputes in
Sakhalin, prompting both countries to agree o discuss

national borders once again. While Russia was smphasizing on the
development of Sakhalin, Japan could not afford 1o develop the istand at
that time. Instead, Japan decided to focus on developing Hokkaido,
rather than Sakhalin, and concluded a treaty whersby Japan would hand
aver its fifle to the Sakhalin |sland to Russia and, in return, Russia would
hand over the islands from Uruppu to Shumushu in Chishima 1o Japan.

my World War II

This treaty was concluded in 1875 and was referred to as the Treaty Tor
the Exchange of Sakhalin for the Kurile Islands, After conclusion of the
treaty, Japan and Russia found themselves opposad 1o each other over
Korea, resulling in the outbreak of war (Japanese-Russo War) in 1904,
The war was over in 1805 and the “Portsmouth Peace Treaty® was
concluded betwesn Japan and Aussia, by which the southern half of the
Sakhalin Istand was ceded by Russia to Japan,

D In Russia, the Czar was overthrown in 1917 and the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics {Soviet Union) was born. It was

at this time that Japan dispatched troops 1o the northam part of Sakhain,
Siberia, elc. fo expand its influence. Furthermore, Japan began war with
China in 1931 to obtain profits, and with the LS, and the United Kingdom
in 1941, At the oulset of the war, Japan had an advantage, but graduaily
Iost ground. In 1843, representatives of China, the U.5. and the United
Kingdom announced the "Caira Declaration® to bring the war to an early
end, The Cairo Declaration stipulated that *China, the United States and
the Uniled Kingdom have no thought of going imto war for territorial
expansion” and that “Japan shall return all territories it has taken by
violent means.” Japan and the Soviet Union concluded the *Japanesa-
Soviet Neutraiity Pact” in 1941 whersby they promised that they would
never again directly engage in war. In 1045, however, the United States
and the United Kingdom thought it necessary for the Soviet Union to

participate in the war against Japan 1o make il surrender, and promised
the Soviet Union that if it went o war with Japan, the southern hall of
Sakhalin would be retumed and the Kurile Islands would be handed over
to the Soviet Union, This promise is referred to as the “Yatta Agreement.*
In accordance with this promise, the Soviet Union violated the “Japanese-
Soviet Neutrality Pact” by entaring inlo war against Japan on August 8,
1945, The drop of atomic bombs on Hireshima and Nagasaki and the
participation of the Soviet Union in the war lorced Japan to accept the
"Potsdam Declaration” and unconditionalty surrendar on August 15, 1845,
The "Potsdam Declaration” was announced by the Uniled States, China
and the United Kingdom, and the Sowviet Union alsc participated in this
declaration when it went to war against Japan. The *Potadam Daclaration®
stated that “the terms of the Cairo Declaration shall be carried out and
Japanese sovereignty shall be mited to several islands as the Allied
Forces determine.”

6 Piilagad Islands

On August 18, three days after Japan surrendered, the
Soviel Union suddenly began attacking the Shumushu
Istand, rasulting in tha landing on one ksland after anaother in Chishima.
By September 5, all the islands in Chishima, Habomai islands and
Shikotan Island were occupied. Although approximately 17,000 Japanese

San Francisco Peace Treaty

peopie were living on the Habomai, Shikotan, Kunashiti and Etorofu
islands at the time, the Soviel Union forced them to return to Japan by
1948. In Japan, these former Japanese residents took the initiative of
launching a campaign demanding the retum of these islands 1o Japan
immediately after the war.

/ In 1851, a confarence aimed at restoring peace between
Japan and the Allled Powers that fought in World War Il was

held, and it was at this conference that the "San Francisco Peace Treaty”
was concluded betwesn Japan and 48 other countries. In this freaty,
Japan promised to *renounce all rights, titles and claims 1o the: Kurile
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conference, the Soviet Union insisted on changing the fext 1o read: “the
Kurile Islands shall belong to the Soviet Union,” but this effort ended in
vain, As a resull, the Soviet Union refused to sign the treaty with Japan.
On the same day when this freaty was concluded, the Japan-LI.5.
Sacurity Treaty was signed whereby the presence of U.S, forces in Japan
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formal border between Japan and Aussia.

Delimitation of the national boundary

'3' The 1855 Treaty of Commerce, Mavigation and Delimitation
between Japan and Russia stipulated that the national

boundary between Japan and Russia be between the islands of Etorofu
and Uruppu. During the negoliations, Aussia insisted that the Etorofu
Island also belong to Russia. Nonstheless, Japan maintained that the

Change in national boundary

Etorofu Island was Japan's territory because Japan had developed the
island and Japanese people were living there, and this view was
accepted by the Russians, The Sakhalin issue was also on the aganda
for the treaty negotiations, but It was ultimately decided that national
delimitations for the island would remain undecided.

¥
4 The Japanese and Russians constantly had disputes in
Sakhatin, prompting both countries to agree to discuss
national borders once again. While Russia was emphasizing on the
devalopment of Sakhalin, Japan could nol atford to develop the island at
that time. Instead, Japan decided lo focus on developing Hokkaido,
rather than Sakhalin, and concluded a traaty whereby Japan would hand
over its title 1o the Sakhalin Island to Russia and, in return, Russia would
hand over the islands from Uruppu to Shumushu in Chishima to Japan,

B World War II

This treaty was concluded in 1875 and was referred fo as the Treaty for
the Exchange of Sakhaiin for the Kurile Isiands. After conclusion of the
treaty, Japan and Russia found themselves opposed 1o each other over
Korea, resulting in the outbreak of war (Japanese-Russo War) in 1904,
The war was over in 1805 and the "Portsmouth Peace Trealy" was
concluded between Japan and Russia, by which the southem half of the
Sakhalin Island was ceded by Russia to Japan.

J In Russia, the Czar was overthrown in 1917 and the Union
ol Soviat Socialist Republics (Soviet Union) was born. it was

at this time that Japan dispatched troops to the northern part of Sakhalin,
Sibaria, etc. to axpand its influence. Furthermore, Japan began war with
China in 1331 1o obtain profits, and with the U.S. and the United Kingdom
in 1841. At the outsat of the war, Japan had an advantage, but gradually
lost ground. In 1843, representatives of China, the U.5. and tho United
Kingdom announced the "Cairo Declaration” 1o bring the war to an early
the United Kingdom have no thought ol going into war for territorial
expansion” and that “Japan shall return all territories i has taken by
violen! means.” Japan and the Scviet Union concluded the “Japanase-
Soviel Neutrality Pact® in 1941 whereby they promesed thal they would
never again directly engage in war. In 1945, however, the United States
and the United Kingdom thought it necessary for the Soviet Union 1o

participate in the war agains! Japan 1o make it surrendar, and promised
the Sowviet Union that if it went to war with Japan, the southem hall of
Sakhalin would be returned and the Kurile Islands would be handed over
1o the Soviet Union. This promise is referred to as the "Yalta Agreemant.”
In accordance with this promisa, the Soviet Union violated the ®Japanese-
Soviet Neutrality Pact” by entering into war agalnst Japan on August 9,
1845, The drop of atomic bombs on Hirgshima and MNagasaki and the
participation of the Soviel Union in the war forced Japan to accept the
*Potsdam Declaration” and unconditionally surrender on August 15, 1845,
The *Potsdam Declaration® was announced by the United States, China
and the United Kingdom, and the Soviet Union also participated in this
declaration when it went to war against Japan. The "Potsdam Declaration®
stated that “the terms of the Cairo Declaration shall be carried oul and
Japanese soversignty shall be limited to several islands as the Allied
Forces delerming.”

6 Piliaged Islands

On Augus! 18, three days afier Japan surrendered, the
Soviet Union suddenly began altacking the Shumushu
Istand, resulting in the landing on one island after another in Chishima,
By September 5, all the islands in Chishima, Habomal Islands and
Shikotan Island were occupied. Although approximatsly 17,000 Japanese

San Francisco Peace Treaty

people were fving on the Habomai, Shikotan, Kunashii and Elorofu
istands at the time, the Soviet Union forced them to return to Japan by
1948, In Japan, these former Japanese residents fook the initiative of
launching a campaign demanding the return of these islands to Japan
immediately after tha war,

7 In 1851, a conference aimed &t restoring peace between
Japan and the Allied Powers that fought in World War || was

held, and it was at this conferance that the "San Francisco Peace Treaty”
was concluded between Japan and 48 other countries. in this treaty,
Japan promised to “renounce all rights, titles and claims to the Kurile
Islands and the southermn hall of the Sakhalln Island.” During the

contarence, the Soviel Linion insisted on changing the tex! to read: "the
Kurile Islands shall belong to the Soviet Union,” but this efforl ended in
vain. As a result, the Soviel Unlon refused to sign the treaty with Japan.
On the same day when this treaty was concluded, the Japan-U.S,
Security Treaty was signed wheraby the presence of U.S. forces in Japan
was stiputated 1o ensure the security of Japan.

(; Japan-Soviet Joint Declaration
C

Japan then began making eMorts o sign a peace lreaty
with the Soviet Unbon. In 19586, Japan and the Soviet Union
announced the "Japan-Soviel Joint Declaration,” which led to the
resumption of diplomatic relations. The declaration stipulated that the
"Soviet Union shall hand over the Habomal and Shikotan lands 1o
Japan after the conclusion of & peace treaty.” When Japan revised the

The Northern Territories Issue

Japan-U.S. Security Treaty in 1980, however, the Soviel Union changed
its aftitude, maintaining that "unless LS. forces laft Japan, it would not
return the Habomal and Shikotan lslands 1o Japan.® Even after the fall of
the Soviet Unlon, Japan has continued negotiations almed at the signing
of a peace treaty. It has not yel been concluded, however, because the
tarritorial dispute has become a major stumbding block.

9 Japan refers to the Habomai, Shikotan, Kunashiri and
Etorofu islands as the “MNorthern Territories® by clearly
differentiating them from other Chishima islands. Although Japan has
consistently demanded that Russia refurn these islands, Russia has not
complied with these demands. RAussia has unilaterally claimed the
soveraignty of the lerritories for reasons including the following: Fussians
discovered and developed the Kurile Islands first, the Yalta Agreement
stiputated that thesa islands shall be handed over 1o Russia; the Kurile
Islands, which Japan rencunced In the San Francisco Peace Treaty,
naturally include the Kunashiri and Etorofu islands. The Japanese
Government, however, has confinued negotiating with Russia taking the

following into consideration; the MNorthern Territories have always
belonged fo Japan since the national boundary was determined by the
1855 Treaty of Commerce, Navigation and Delimitation between Japan
and Russia; Aussia has occupied Chishima in violation of the Cairo
Declaration to the effect that Russia has no intention of going to war for
territorial expansion; the Kurile Islands, which were renounced by Japan
in the San Francisco Peace Treaty, do not include the Northern Tarritories,
which were formerly Japanese territories. The return of the Morthern
Territories |s a difficult issue that must be addressed by both countries. it
is vital for each and every citizen of Japan to have an accurate
undersianding of the issue and lenaciously maintain Japan's position.
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